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Intertek

The New EU Toy Safety Directive (2009/48/EC)

Why?

Toy safety is of paramount importance to consumers, particularly for children. Therefore, local and international
toy standards & regulations aiming at ensuring greater safety for children become more and more demanding.
For the past 2 decades, toys have evolved tremendously and the current Toy Directive (88/378/EEC) can no
longer provide comprehensive coverage on the safety of toys. In order to cope with new safety issues, a new
Toy Safety Directive (2009/48/EC) was published in the EU's official journal on June 30, 2009.

Who?

The new Toy Safety Directive (TSD) affects many roles in the supply chain, from manufacturers to importers to
distributors of toys within the European Union as well as manufacturers outside the European Union who want
to supply toys to the EU market.

When?

The new Toy Safety Directive 2009/48/EC entered into force on July 20, 2009, and the general provisions (non-
chemical) of the Directive would be effective on July 20, 2011, whereas the chemical provisions will be effective
on July 20, 2013. In practice, this means that toys compliant with the current Directive 88/378/EEC will be
allowed to be placed on the market until July 19, 2011 or July 19, 2013 in the case of certain chemical provisions.

The Challenge

* New definition of Toy

* Defines obligations of economic operators: manufacturers, importers, and distributors

* Drawing up of Technical Documentation and EC Declaration of Conformity

* Safety assessments under Article 18, involving physical & mechanical, chemical, electrical, radioactivity,
flammability, and hygiene aspects

* Establishing production control on manufacturing process

* New migration limits for 19 restricted elements

* Ban on substances classified as CMR (Carcinogenic, Mutagenic or Toxic for Reproduction)

* Complying with the compositional and labeling requirements of Directive 76/768/EEC for cosmetic toys

* Toys that are firmly attached to food are prohibited, while toys contained in food must have their own packaging

* New rules on warnings and labeling

* Ban on Nitrosamines and Nitrosatable substances in toys for children under 36 months or mouth-contact toys

The challenges listed above are not exhaustive, please contact Intertek if you wish to know more.

Roles & Obligations At A Glance
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Disclaimer

Intertek made all reasonable efforts to
ensure the accuracy of the
information. However, the
information provided should not be
relied upon as legal advice. Further
changes and interpretation by the EU
Commission is anticipated.
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Roles & Obligations At A Glance
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Ensure or verify it's done

Our Recommended Solution
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